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2022 Subaru Outback 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it’s engineered to last, with 96% of 
Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 
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Visit us at our new location! 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 
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Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities-based full time Account 
Executive to our sales team. We are looking for an outgoing, organized, 
self-driven & motivated professional with excellent phone, writing and 
presentation skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly with 
clients who are interested in growing their business through Lavender 
advertising and event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits package 
that includes group health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac software environment, 
Excel, Word, social media platforms & database software such as 
Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of organization, 
attention to detail, the ability to work as part of a team, effective 
communication, self direction, enjoys working with new people and 
has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 


stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF YOU 
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Tsar Barber" 


Traditional Men's Barbering 


Time for a Haircut and or Beard trim 
Look Good - Feel Great 
an iconic Barber saying that speaks volumes... 


Haircut — Beard Trim 
Hot Towel Shave - Facial Massage 


www.tsarbarber.com 
651 — 247 - 1755 


2028 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 55116 
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BEST & FLANAGAN 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
‚American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 
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All your protection under one roof * 
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4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
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Reinterpreting Rejection 


BY ANDREW STARK 


I was having absinthe with a friend recently, 
at Estelle in Saint Paul, talking music. This 
particular friend has an encyclopedic knowl- 
edge of obscure hip-hop, soul, funk, and pulls 
no punches when it comes to my own musical 
endeavors (it's apparently cooler to like Aesop 
Rock over ASAP Rocky, etc.). 

He had a date that evening (and would pe- 
riodically step outside to smoke a blunt, which, 
heading into a date, baffled me), and we started 
talking about rejection. I’ve personally just re- 
entered the dating gauntlet for the first time 
in years, and he offered something of a throw- 
away line that has, for whatever reason, stayed 
with me: “We gotta use rejection to our advan- 
tage, man, to make us stronger.” 

I was born with a cleft lip and palate. Thank- 
fully, I was treated by some of the best doctors 
on the planet, at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. 
But I know rejection well: the moment a per- 
son unconsciously touches their lip while I’m 
talking to them, experience has taught me that 
there will be no second date, job interview, etc. 
(Don’t feel sorry for me, however; I’m a hand- 
some guy—though it took me about 30 years to 
really believe that.) 

And I empathize, somewhat. Otherness can 


be jarring for some, or at least noticeable. But I 
have become almost pathological at reading mi- 
cro-expressions. I know where a person is look- 
ing at all times, and also where they’re trying 
not to look. As a teenager, this was maddening. 
And I could write treatises on the oblique prism 
of human relationships within this context (e.g., 
W. C. Shaw, in an article for the British Journal 
of Plastic Surgery (1981, pp. 237-246), explained 
that “the serious psycho-social difficulties that 
could be encountered in everyday life” by the 
facially deformed were bolstered by Goffman 
(1963), “who held that facial deformity was one 
of several conditions that could stigmatise in- 
dividuals, making them less acceptable to the 
rest of society.” The earliest attitudes toward 
cleft lips, according to Bhattacharya, Khanna, 
and Kohli (2009), were centered around super- 
stition, religion and charlatanism; “they were 
considered to harbour evil spirits” and were 
killed. In 1550, Olaus Magnus, archbishop of 
Uppsala, Sweden, proclaimed that the harelip 
(a disparaging term referring to the subject’s 
mouth’s resemblance to the mouth of a hare; 
Pierre Franco, in his Traite des Hernies (1561), 
called the bilateral cleft lip dent de liévre, or 
hare’s tooth) occurred as a consequence of a 


pregnant woman “either eating or leaping over 
the head of a hare.” In 1708, Frederick V. of 
Denmark prohibited anyone with a facial defor- 
mity from being in the same room as a preg- 
nant woman (Weiser, 1963). Into the late 19th 
century, when Keating opined that oroclefting 
was provoked in utero if the gestating woman 
merely looked at someone with a similar de- 
formity, this superstitious hooey maintained 
until Philippe Frederick Blandin, with a doubt- 
less wag of the head, suggested the reason for 
this embryological hiccup was the mid-face’s 
premaxilla and maxilla failing to unite,” and so 
forth). 

Often, when I meet a new date (for exam- 
ple), their eyes follow a pattern similar to the 
constellation Aries: Left eye, lip (lingering for 
roughly three milliseconds), and down to the 
right side of my chin. They usually blink twice, 
presumably processing the new information. 
It’s at this point that I find it difficult to turn on 
the charm. 

However, I have begun to use this behavior 
as a filter, weeding out the kind of stunted and 
superficial energy that I’d prefer not to have in 
my orbit anyway. Using rejection to my advan- 
tage, as they say. I 
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Where There's a Pill There's 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


As we round into a third year, so does the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus, at this writing, mutated 
beyond Delta into its Omicron edition. While 
human scientists, virologists and researchers 
toil diligently to curtail the pandemic, the vi- 
rus ceaselessly, relentlessly seeks new means 
to enter human cells and hijack host RNA, re- 
plicate, proliferate. 

There's been work on Covid pills, and a 
recent article on yalemedicine.org in which 
Drs. and Yale Medicine infectious disease spe- 
cialists Albert Shaw and Jaimie Meyer discuss 
the development and potential of molnupiravir, 
what this drug is designed to do and through 
what mechanism. 

The most important message I gleaned is 
that this pill, being developed by Merck, and 
almost approved by the FDA last November, 
is designed to be used after Covid symptoms 
appear, in a course of four capsules twice daily 
over five days. Like the existing Remdesivir, or 
like monoclonal antibodies IV, the new drug 
bocks the ability of SARS-CoV-2 virus to repli- 
cate, but it uses a different mechanism. 

Rather than blocking viral entry into the hu- 
man cell, molnupiravir works from within. The 
virus uses host RNA as genetic building mate- 
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rial, and molnupiravir is designed to resemble 
those chemical building blocks (nucleosides), 
and incorporates itself into the RNA being 
synthesized by the virus. As this RNA is being 
translated into viral proteins, too many muta- 
tions are created, and prevent the virus from 
functioning. 

One question of side effects would be, if 
the molnupiravir can disrupt viral RNA replica- 
tion, might it also affect existing human RNA 
or DNA? No pregnant or lactating women 
were enrolled in the tests to prevent possible 
fetal RNA involvement, and men were told not 
to have unprotected sex for a week after com- 
pleting the course. Only unvaccinated subjects 
were involved in the tests. 

Seeing the word “pill,” the mind jumps to 
“cure” or “prevention,” but molnupiravir is a 
catch-up, post-symptom drug, whose goal, cau- 
tions Dr. Meyer, is to keep people who are al- 
ready evincing symptoms “out of the hospital.” 
It has been tested, so far, only on older, high- 
risk individuals. 

Merck has sought an EUA (emergency 
use authorization) from the FDA for high- 
risk adults, the criteria involving age, history 
of diabetes, heart disease, obesity and others. 


a Way? 


Tamiflu, an antiviral used to prevent serious flu 
symptoms, is a “post-exposure prophylaxis,” or 
“PEP,” that works by preventing the influenza 
virus from entering an exposed host’s cells. 
Molnupiravir is used after a patient shows ac- 
tual symptoms. Dr. Meyer expressed hope that 
molnupiravir, as yet to be tested as a PEP, will 
be so in the future. 

The Guardian also wrote of Paxlovid, an- 
other, post-symptom anti-Covid pill in develop- 
ment, but while it mentioned a similar five-day 
pill course with a low dose of ritonavir, and 
mentioned “lab tests,” it did not specify which 
labs or the company of origin. 

The Yale Medicine article written by Kathy 
Katella on December 1st was originally pub- 
lished on October 11th, 2021. News and up- 
dates happen quickly in this field, as they must 
when reporting on an enemy working 24/7 to 
circumvent human efforts. Keeping informed 
is a task in itself, but simple precautions are 
within everyone’s reach. Mask around others, 
keep socially distant, handwash. Human bore- 
dom is understandable, but Covid virus is ever 
alert, ever adapting. You’re in Vegas, now, and 
odds are always with the house. E 
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Analise 
Pruni 


BY LINDA RAINES 


© Where did you grow up? 

I lived in a suburb of Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia until I was 12 years old (Go Steelers!) and then 
moved to Eagle River, a small town in Northern Wis- 
consin from age 13-18. 


e Where do you live? 
I live in South Minneapolis with my wife Anne, 
dogs Franklin and Clark, and cats Sansa and Oscar. 


e Who do you live with? 
See above 


e What is your occupation? 

I am a beer & sales rep for Boston Beer Com- 
pany: when the weather turns cold my favorite beer 
is a crisp Winter Lager spiced bock. 


e When did you come out? 
I was 24, living in Milwaukee, about a year before 
I met my now wife. 


e How'd that go? 

Lots of trial & error getting the words right and 
many, many awkward conversations; but lots of sup- 
port from my friends and family. A year of bumbling 
through the gay bars, and then I met Anne. 


e When do you wake up? 
7-ish during the week, 9 on the weekends. 


e Phone alarm or old school alarm? 
Phone alarm, it’s easier to set 5 consecutive 
“snoozes”. 


e What's the first thing you do in the morning? 
Make coffee 


e Breakfast? 
Meh, not a big fan. A bagel or banana on a good 
day. 


e Coffee? 
MUST HAVE. 


e Cream, or no? 
Black, no cream. 


e How do you spend your commute? 
Listening to music and singing loud enough to 
turn heads on the highway. 


e What do you nerd out for (gaming, music, his- 
tory, etc.)? 

Queer/bisexual musicians (Julien Baker, Joy 
Oladokun, Phoebe Bridgers, MUNA) to name a few. 
Or any campy CW-teen television, preferably super- 
hero shows with queer protagonists. 


e What music have you been digging lately? 

Aforementioned Joy Oladokun’s album “Mercy”, 
MUNA ft. Phoebe Bridgers song “Silk Chiffon”, Jack 
Garratt’s album “Love, Death & Dancing”. 


e Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? 
There’s a method to my madness but... hot mess. 


e What's been your favorite job? 


When I was fifteen I got to sell the 50/50 tick- 
ets at the stock car races Tuesday nights during 
the summer. Half the proceeds went to the animal 
shelter and I got paid $25 to watch the beat-up cars 
crash into each other and lose pieces along the dirt 
oval track. 


e Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, or 
cook in? 

Cook in — Turkey burgers, with veggies and rice. 
Weeknight staple. 


e On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? 
Playing my guitar, cooking dinner, snuggling 
with my four animals because they're everywhere. 


e Bedtime? 


10:30 during the week, 1-2 am on the weekends... 
Part-time night owl. 


e Favorite weekend activity? 
Disc Golfing and Brewery Tours! 


e What are you most proud of, and why? 

I am most proud of the short album I recorded 
earlier this spring, “Mercy”. It's more than ten years 
of songs & storytelling, my most honest thoughts 
and feelings and poetry that finally turned into some- 
thing I could share with the people around me. 


e Words of wisdom to share: 
“All one can do is the next right thing.”- Frozen 
II — Anna 
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6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. Baldwin 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


72 THRIVENT 
FINANCIAL" 


Robb Clasen 


Pamela M Petersen Financial Associate / 


Pamela M Petersen Agency LLC 


(651) 439-8442 Financial coaching & 


(651) 336-4615 guidance focused {XLE a Ry 


on individual and ä 

W | robb.clasen@thrivent.com 
companies goals www.connect.thrivent.com/ 
and values. robb-clasen/ 


BUILDING 


MINNESOTA'S 
LGBTQ+ AND ALLIED 
. BUSINESS COMMUNITY 


Ws 
& 
Ummn.coN 


RE/{ 
SE = RESULTS 


“Working hard for our clients while serving the community” 


[R Each Office Independently Owned & Operated : NoPlaeelikehliome@Results.net 


OUR SCENE | TRAVEL 


Kenai Fjords: Best Place to 
Enjoy Glaciers and Wildlife 


BY FRANKIE GIRL | PHOTOS BY FRANKIE GIRL 


There are some parts of the world where time moves more slowly. 
Where epochs come and go but the magnificence of the landscape pre- 
vails. One such place is the Kenai Fjords National Park in Alaska. 

Almost unchanged since the powerful tectonic forces formed this an- 
cient landscape millions of years ago, the fjords have been beaten and 
battered by potent underground movements, then carved asunder by 
glaciers moving slowly but unstoppably from mountain to sea. 

All this has combined to form some of the most dramatic, bleak and 
beautiful scenery the world has to offer—one of ice, frozen seas, tower- 
ing mountains and lush forests. A land where the Ice Age never really 
went away. And it's a place where some of the most amazing wildlife 
calls home. 

If you're looking for a new adventure—something a little bit differ- 
ent—to test yourself next year, then the Kenai Fjords are a must visit, 
and summer is the perfect time to cruise to Alaska. Here are some of the 
highlights of this incredible wilderness. 
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EXPLORE BY BOAT 


The best way to see tidewater glaciers, gorgeous stretches oficy water, 
and the remarkable marine life of the national park is by boat. Full-day and 
half-day tours depart from Seward every day, and explore the stunning 
coastline, looming mountain landscape, and jagged fjords of this remark- 
able place. While you could easily spend the whole day just gawping at the 
scenery, with a little luck yow'll also encounter killer whales, porpoises, 
sea otters, sea lions, and a wide variety of other sea life. 


DISCOVER AMAZING WILDLIFE 


The extraordinary wildlife of the Kenai Fjords National Park doesn’t 
end when you reach dry land. This vast wilderness is home to an unbe- 
lievable array of creatures, many of which are almost never sighted any- 
where else in the country. Black and brown bears are regularly spotted 
here, as are mountain goats, moose, porcupines and marmots. If you’re 
lucky, you might see a vicious wolverine, or even a lynx! 


CAMP IN THE WILDERNESS 


One of the most exciting ways to really experience this bleak, beauti- 
ful wilderness is to live in it, and wild camping here is an unbeatable 
experience. Exit Glacier Campground is the only formal campground in 
the park, but an extremely beautiful one, and there are plenty of public 
use cabins scattered around (accessible only by boat) that can provide a 
truly wild, adventurous overnight stay. H 
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OUR | EAT THE MENU 


Sooki 
It to Me 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SOOKI & MIMI 


How do you get to Carnegie Hall? You all 
know that one. And how do you get tapped for 
the foodie's prestigious James Beard Award 
and a call-out as a New York Times top chef? 
Ann Kim knew the answer, too: Practice, prac- 
tice, practice. 

The Korean-born and Minnesota-bred 
restaurateur's first entry into the local dining 
scene was Lola's Pizzeria. It was followed by 
the immediately iconic Young Joni, and sky- 
rocketed this winter with the opening of Sooki 
& Mimi, occupying the former Lucia's footprint 
in Uptown. It's drawing lots of the previous 
cafe's devotees, plus Kim's own avid following. 

The space has been given a major make- 
over indeed. Think of a gracious Asian tea 
house—lots and lots of warm wood, live plants 
as aroom divider, a fieldstone wall—plus a vast 
new window wall that unites it to the street 
scene. Closely spaced tables enhance a spirit 
of vivacity without intrusion in neighbors' con- 
versations. And a corps of well-trained servers 
stands ready to explain or recommend. 

Kim's prix-fixe menu ($50) provides four 
choices within each of its three courses. In 
many, she blends the cuisine of her native land 
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with her adopted love of the foodstuffs of Mexico—in particular, corn. 
The standout smoked lengua sope stars in the first course selections. 
Built upon a sturdy masa base that's the essence of sweet corn flavor, it 
holds small-diced sguares of tender tongue, positioned amid sauerkraut, 
celery and a zingy toss of pickled mustard seeds—smoky, briny, tangy: 
all pulled together with a chipotle-like burst of morita, flavoring its aioli. 

The Frida salad offered an inviting toss of greens and grilled ra- 
dicchio brightened with moist chunks of cucumber, all flavored with 
smoked labneh (yogurt) and Middle-Eastern dukkah. They're arranged 
upon a schmear of sweetly nutty cashew tahini and festooned with half 
a soft-boiled egg—an easygoing dish to set one's palate up for the rest 
of the meal. (Or choose a gravlax tostada or the cooling veggie toss of 
aguachile naranja.) 

Now the choices get harder. Do I yearn for the mole almendrado? 
Or the tamal, saluting summer squash? Yes! Oh, but wait—the green 
chorizo potstickers! The hominy grits! 

Those grits (you can't get more corn-y) supported 
a couple of plump, perfectly timed prawns and stream- 
ers of fennel. The chorizo potstickers (again, Mex 
meets Korea) also hit the spot with their chewy filling, 
abetted by fermented black bean, crispy ginger and an 
easygoing black vinegar dipping sauce. 

On to the finale: a guartet of tacos. But these four 
fillings spotlight original combos not found south 
of the border. Sguash tacos loaded with Brussels 
sprouts, pepitas and apples, anyone? Or our choice, 
those shells boasting a savory filling of Japanese mai- 
take mushrooms mingling with gueso Chihuahua, 
and a rich shiitake crema. Or—talk about fusion—the 
beef bulgogi number in which flour tortillas, this time, 
envelop tender, long-cooked beef, along with pickled 
cukes and carrots moistened with a zippy kimchee crema, all decorated 
with scallions and sesame—definitely a winner. 

Guests can add family-style courses that include a whole fish ($45) or 
a half five-spice duck ($50), sided with tortillas rather than the custom- 
ary pancakes. Or, if they’re of stronger stuff than I, dessert items like a 
Bosc pear bar or Korean sweet-potato mocha doughnuts—which broke 
my heart to turn down as I hoisted the white flag of surrender. 

Sooki’s cocktail menu ($13) features both Japanese shoju and Mexi- 
can mezcal, but I steered clear of both with an interesting sipper called 
vesper+, featuring gin, aquavit, dry sherry and Americano. My friend's 
Old Fashioned kept (nicely) to tradition. 


Sooki & Mimi 

1432 W. 31st St. 

(612) 540-2551 
www.sookiandmimi.com 


Give the Gift of 
Self-Care 


GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 


( Serenity 
A , Acupuncture LLC 
> D) serenitytem.com 
<> 612.968.5904 


In by 10, there by noon. 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 


N ay 
IL 


W 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 15 


OUR | TRAVEL 


Pride Journey: 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 


BY JOEY AMATO | PHOTOS BY JOEY AMATO 
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Yes, Kalamazoo is a real place! I personally never questioned its real- 
ness, however, I did see a ton of souvenirs with that slogan so I guess 
that may be a question on some of your minds. Kalamazoo is located in 
southwest Michigan, not too far from Grand Rapids and Saugatuck, two 
destinations I reported on a few years ago. 

Kalamazoo is one of those cities that you may not know a lot about, 
which is actually really exciting for me. I love to travel to those type of 
destinations, so I have absolutely zero expectations going into the trip. I 
really didn’t know what to expect. This may make some people nervous, 
but I love going on new adventures. 

My guest Devin and I drove to the city from Indianapolis. We were 
running a bit early, so we decided to swing by the Lillian Anderson Arbo- 
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retum for a quick hike and to see the beautiful fall foliage. The 140-acre 
property is a private facility, owned by Kalamazoo College and can easily 
be passed if you aren’t paying attention, but once you enter the property, 
guests are drawn in by its natural beauty. We were lucky enough to have 
visited at the perfect time of year to get those Instagram-friendly photos 
of the beautiful fall colors. 

The goal of this trip was a fall getaway, so Devin and I wanted to in- 
dulge in all the fall activities humanly possible in two days. We stopped 
by Kalamazoo Candle Company located in the heart of downtown. Here 
you can either purchase the perfect fall-themed candle, or if you are 
brave enough, you can make your own. The homemade candles, which 
are very affordable, take about an hour to make. While you wait for your 


candle to settle, you can visit the dozens of guaint boutigues along Ka- 
lamazoo Mall — it's a street, not an indoor mall. My candle was exactly 
what I was hoping it would be. I’m not sure what I put in it and will cer- 
tainly not be able to recreate the scent, but I love it. 

Conveniently located a block from the mall is Radisson Plaza Hotel, 
a modern property complete with tons of amenities including multiple 
dining options as well as a Starbucks. Check into the Upjohn Suite, a 
magnificent room consisting of a full living room, dining room, kitchen, 
master bedroom and two bathrooms. This suite was larger than my loft 
in Indy. The property offers a huge pool, fitness center and sauna and 
really is in the heart of downtown. Almost every activity we had planned 
was a quick 5-10 minute walk from the hotel. 

Kalamazoo loves its beer and Bell’s Brewery is one of the local favor- 
ites. Although not gay-owned, the brewery is a huge supporter of the 
LGBTQ community as well as the local pride events. If you visit, make 
sure you check out the gift shop and ask for one of their rainbow beer 
sweat shirts. 

You can either grab a quick bite at Bell’s or head back over to the Mall 
where you will find an Italian restaurant called Rustica. Devin began his 
meal with an incredible Wedge Salad while I opted for the Braised Heir- 
loom Beet salad with currant, hazelnut, ricotta and port glacé. My salad 
was so large I decided not to finish it as I wanted to save room for the 
main entrée, Bouillabaisse, a seafood stew made with shrimp, scallops, 
mussels, salmon, and potatoes in a delicious saffron broth. This is one of 
the items I always look for on a menu when I travel and is wonderful on 
a cool fall evening. It’s the perfect sharable entrée and this time was no 
different. We had to order extra bread to soak up the broth. 

We didn’t mind consuming that many carbs at dinner because we 
were booked on the Haunted History of Kalamazoo walking tour or- 
ganized by Paranormal Michigan. The nearly two-hour tour snakes 
you around downtown to some of the city’s most haunted locations and 
buildings. You don’t get to go inside the buildings unfortunately, but 
the knowledgeable tour guide recants stories of paranormal activity 
that has taken place throughout history, in some cases dating back to 
the 1800s. 


After a wonderful night’s rest back at the Radisson Plaza Hotel, head 
to Air Zoo, one of the most unique attractions in the Mid-West. The Air 
Zoo is a Smithsonian-affiliated museum containing over 100 air and 
space artifacts. The experience begins with some of the earliest forms of 
flight including a Curtis Pusher from 1911. Guests journey on a chrono- 
logical history of aviation, up until the modern age and space era. Some 
personal favorites included the Lockheed SR-71B Blackbird, McDonnell 
F-4E Phantom 2 and the Grumman Cougar. This is the perfect place for 
LGBTQ families as well. The staff and volunteers at Air Zoo have under- 
gone extensive diversity training and are welcoming to all! 

After Air Zoo, head to Henderson Castle, a magnificent mansion com- 
pleted in 1895 by Frank Henderson, a successful Kalamazoo business- 
man. The Queen Anne style house was designed by C. A. Gombert of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and constructed for $72,000, a lofty sum for the 
time. The castle is known as the Jewel of Kalamazoo and was voted one 
of the top historic inns in America. Guests can stay at the inn or visit for 
one of their popular murder mystery dinners. Henderson Castle also of- 
fers Sunday Brunch, Afternoon Tea and is available for private events. 

Before heading out on the town, grab dinner at Theo & Stacy’s, a 
family-owned Greek restaurant originally established in my hometown 
of Flushing, New York, before relocating to Kalamazoo in the 1970s. The 
menu contains traditional Greek favorites including Mousaka, Grape 
Leaves and Gyros but if you want to sample a bit of everything, try the 
Greek Combo Plate. 

No trip would be complete without visiting the local LGBTQ estab- 
lishment. Club Vortex is technically located in Blue Dolphin restaurant, 
but on Saturday evenings, the restaurant converts into the hottest spot 
in KZOO. Devin and I arrived a bit early to get the lay of the land and 
meet some of the locals. The owner of the club introduced himself to us 
and asked us if we wanted to be the spotlight dancers of the night. The 
evening’s theme was wigs & heels and even though we had neither, the 
locals still made us feel welcome. It was an unexpected memory that 
made this trip so much fun. 

To book your Kalamazoo gaycation, visit www.Orbitz.com/Pride 

Enjoy the Journey! H 
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Homeward Bound 


Jennifer Huang's Debut Poetry 
Collection Is a Pilgrimage to the Self 


BY CONLAN CARTER | PHOTO BY IAN BURNETTE 


Where do you return to when no place feels like home? 

This is one of many guestions posed by poet Jennifer Huang in their 
newest collection, Return Flight, a book that travels oceans, generations 
and hand-me-down family legends as it journeys toward an answer. 

Born in Maryland, Huang spent their earliest years in their parents’ 
home country of Taiwan living with their grandparents before return- 
ing to America, where they've lived since. “Where are you from?’ has 
always been a complicated question,” Huang explains, half-smiling from 
the driver's seat of their car (an improvised Zoom interview location that 
Huang introduced with a self-deprecating laugh), “not just because of, I 
guess, the connotations of the question when it was usually asked when 
I was a child, but also because I never felt the places that I had been 
were, like, home.” 

Readers of Return Flight will recognize this feeling of otherness, of 
an outsider searching for a place to belong, in many of the poems in this 
collection. Huang steps into childhood memories—sometimes the child- 
hood memories of their relatives—juxtaposing mythological references 
with small, often devastatingly real glimpses into the painful experience 
of coming of age and reconciling one’s place in the world. 

Or perhaps it might be more accurate to say that Huang’s speaker 
is often yearning to understand themselves fully by returning to the 
places they felt most authentic: “Was my greed/or desire too big to 
hold?/Truth is I didn’t want a man. Really,/I want to 
feel all of me/realize what is, what is;/my body, in 
existence; enough” (“Pleasure Practice”). Bod- 
ies occupy a significant amount of space in this 
book as well, as Huang’s speakers gently dis- 
sect previous sexual encounters and consider 
forgiveness for a father who often employed 
physical punishment. In many senses, Huang’s 
poems speak to the revolving feeling of trauma 
that continues to live with us, no matter how far 
we may distance ourselves from it: “I want/to let 
our laughter mean just that—/a laugh. The past 
is faraway/though sometimes it stalks close” (“On 
Days I Stay with My Father”). 

Huang speaks about the subjects of their poems 
with the delicacy of someone still processing, 
especially when it comes to the con- 
cept of physical touch, which is 
used in Return Flight like 
a double-edged sword: 
sometimes a source of 
joy, fulfillment and free- 
dom, other times a claus- 
trophobic and not-so-un- 
spoken threat. “Touch is 
like an unspoken contract . 


18 LAVENDER JANUARY 13-26, 2022 


.. one of our first languages is through touch” Huang says. “I think why 
I’m so concerned about it is, if we’re thinking of touch as some kind of 
contract where you move energy from one body to another, it’s like, I 
wanna make sure I’m doing it with the most care and gentleness I can.” 
And on the subject of inherited, intergenerational, family trauma: “I think 
exploring this book is figuring out why I have that impulse, which comes 
from experience and family stories that were passed down, which were 
about touches that weren’t so gentle and were violent and seeing how 
that has reverberated and affected dynamics and relationships.” One of 
the most striking features of Huang’s voice as a poet is their ability to 
accurately portray the layered, heightened experience of trauma and 
memory, and how the past so often feels equally present in our everyday 
experience of life, even if that memory wasn’t originally your own. 

But underneath these painful memories is a steady, unflinchingly 
kind, and often delightful authorial tone. And Huang themselves is a 
bright and candid conversationalist, laughing often when discussing 
the surreal experience of graduating with an MFA (from the University 
of Michigan Helen Zell Writers’ Program) in 2020 and having a book 
published less than two years later. “I wrote this book to write about 
the things that weren’t talked about as much when I was growing up, 
and to shed light on them to release the shame of it and the fear of it,” 
Huang recalls. “I wrote the book and I was like ‘Okay, I’m done, great!’ 
And then I found out the book was coming out and I felt so much shame 
that it was!” Sharing such painful, private experiences in their writ- 
ing requires a significant degree of courage and integrity, but for 

an emerging, brilliant poet like Huang, those strengths are often 
needed moreso after publication: “It’s one thing to write it and 
share it with cohorts, professors and friends. Anyone has 
access to it now.” 

Fortunately for us, Huang’s poems ring true for read- 
ers expressly because of their willingness to share the 
often complicated, difficult-to-pin-down yearning of the 
outsider, and as Huang’s speakers journey back through dif- 
ficult terrain, we are often returned to a place of compassion 
and openness for where we might land next. “I think something 
I’m still thinking about is home,” Huang says, “but now more 
thinking about it as like community and authentic- 
ity, like self-authenticity. And building a home 
within the self, and also within other peo- 
ple that can love and support the self, that 

I am becoming and want to become.” 
Following Jennifer Huang's win of 
the 2021 Ballard Spahr Prize for Poetry, 

Return Flight will be available for read- 
-s> ers from Milkweed Editions on Janu- 

ary 18th. For ordering information, as 
well as more information about Jennifer 
Huang, visit www.huangjennifer.com I 
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Words of Wisdom 


In Conversation with Patrick Scully 


BY ASHLEY BERNING 


Every community has their culture bear- 
ers, those who share their stories and knowl- 
edge with the younger generations in order 
to preserve and continue that culture. In the 
LGBTQ community, it is especially important 
for these elders to have a voice—we lost so 
many talented, beautiful people during the 
AIDS crisis, and that left behind a culture with- 
out many mentors. In the spirit of intergenera- 
tional dialogue, we had the opportunity to chat 
with Patrick Scully, local elder in the LGBTQ 
community, to talk about the power of repre- 
sentation, his experiences as a first generation 
post-Stonewall out gay man, and what wisdom 
he has to share. 


ON GROWING UP QUEER 


“When I was in junior high school, my 
American Literature teacher announced the 
next author we would be studying was Walt 
Whitman. He was known to many as the father 
of free verse. One of my more precocious class- 
mates raised his hand and asked, ‘When you 
say free, do you mean that group at the univer- 
sity?’ (The university had just started a group 
called FREE: Fighting Repression of Erotic 
Expression.) She didn’t miss a beat. She just 
looked at him and said, ‘Andy, to answer your 
very obtuse question directly, yes: Walt Whit- 
man was a homosexual.’ 

“Now, this is 1969. I didn’t yet know com- 
pletely that I was gay; there wasn’t enough 
information out in the world that I lived in to 
imagine that could be possible, any more than I 
thought I could have a telephone in my pocket 
that takes pictures. 

“She rocked my world with that informa- 
tion at that time.” 


ON LGBTQ REPRESENTATION 


IN SHOWBIZ 

“A film called Word Is Out came out, I think, 
in '77 or ’78. It was just a talking head docu- 
mentary of the lives of gay men and lesbians 
in San Francisco and being out. For me in my 
mid-20s seeing that film, it gave me the permis- 
sion to think, Yeah, this is gonna work. I can live 
my life openly as a gay man even though I don't 
have role models that I know who did this. I can 
break new ground and make this happen. 
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“I watched all of Glee for the first time [recently], and wondered what 
would it have been like if, when I was in high school at the age these kids 
were portrayed at in this series, I had been able to see something like 
Glee? How would that have rocked my world instead of the only bit of 
information about homosexuality coming from my high school English 
teacher telling me that Walt Whitman was homosexual, and that was it — 
end of story, nothing more. I mean, are we going to explore this in the 
poetry of his that we read? No!” 


ON BEING LOUD AND PROUD 


“There are people out there who wanted Boy George to turn it down, 
Sylvester to turn it down. Sylvester has an album cover where he's sitting 
sideways to the camera with his knees pulled up, and he's wearing tight 
jeans and high-heeled shoes. The initial photos that Sylvester had sentin 
were challenging, but less challenging than what ended up on the album 
cover. The album producer said to Sylvester, ‘Sylvester, you gotta tone it 
down, this is a little bit too outrageous.’ This pissed Sylvester off. He sent 
them the album cover that ended up getting used, and said, ‘You use this 
photo or there is no album.’ So part of the existence of queer culture has 
been our willingness to be fierce. 

“(There are] times when we just have to push back and say, ‘Enough, 
we're gonna do this completely. We're not gonna straighten up the house 
to make other people feel comfortable enough to come over.” 


ON ADVICE FOR YOUNGER LGBTQ 
GENERATION 


“This button comes to mind that I gave a woman who used to be 
friend of mine when I lived in D.C. She wanted to quit her job and just 
dance. I came across this button that said, “Live your life, this is not 
a dress rehearsal,” and I think I would give that advice to people. We 
get—at least in this incarnation, this manifestation—one go around, and 
I can live that as myself, or I can live that as somebody else’s expectation 
of myself. I would rather fail at the first than succeed at the second; I 
would rather run into failures living my life on my own queer terms, than 
succeed at living the more acceptable life for Patrick that somebody else 
might like.” H 
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Taking It Back 


RECLAIM Takes Possession of Queer 
and Trans Youth Oppression 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


As she trudges from the station to the bus, the slate-colored sky clears 
its throat, begins whispering to her in a cold, polka-dot voice. She rubs her 
nose, then catches herself: she bromised she wasn’t going to cry. No problem, 
there's nothing to cry about—the crushing, tear-inducing void is gone now, 
her home, her school, her crummy, part-time job, gone...and good riddance 
to all ofit. She knows she’s a she, regardless of which public bathroom she’s 
been forced to use. 

Now that it's almost over, the taunts are what stick with her the most, 
worse than the shoving and the falling and the landing and the kicks and 
the grown-up shoulder shrugs. Her mother tried to understand; her father 
did not. And what happened next made the taunting feel like a walk in the 
park. She knew what she had to do. As the bus doors hiss closed behind her, 
it's the rain that she wipes from her cheeks, only the rain, because she made 
a promise, and she’s keeping it. Her life is hers; today she reclaims it. She 
takes her seat, and the bus begins its journey. If only there had been another 
way, she thinks, and sleeps... 


eS/ of RECLAIM 
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RECLAIM is another way. 

“RECLAIM’s mission is to increase access to mental health support 
so queer and trans youth may reclaim their lives from oppression in all 
its forms,” says Executive Director Ryan Fouts. “RECLAIM is one of the 
region’s only options for queer and trans youth to get financially acces- 
sible, specialized mental health care. We offer individual, group, and fam- 
ily/couples therapy for queer and trans youth ages 13 through 25.” 

That therapy begins to take shape with a simple but profound reckon- 
ing that might be taken for granted by those not facing a particular strain 
of oppression. “We have chosen to use the term ‘queer and trans youth’ 
because this is how the youth we work with overwhelmingly self-identify 
and prefer to be named,” the organization’s website explains. “Self-de- 
termination—including the power to define oneself—is a heavy source 
of both historical oppression and survival/resistance/healing. For many 
youth in our communities, the term LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer) is a label that has been put on them, while the 
terms ‘queer’ and ‘trans’ are chosen and preferred.” 

RECLAIM’s purpose can expand beyond countervailing oppression 
in its Protean forms. Testifies Fouts: “I believe deeply in the mission 
of RECLAIM, and do this work because I want to create a world where 
queer and trans youth are celebrated, accepted and loved as unique and 
beautiful people.” 

That uniqueness serves as the foundation for a sense of community. 
“RECLAIM’s magic is in the deep and healing relationships that are fos- 
tered between youth and staff,” the website elaborates. “Each month we 
serve 80 individual youth, many of whom come weekly for both indi- 
vidual and group therapy and social support.” 


Everyone has suffered from the alienation imposed by a ceaseless 
global pandemic, but this isolation can serve as a catalyst to the unique 
problems already plaguing queer and trans youth. “Social isolation, cou- 
pled with the possibility of being isolated in an unsupportive home, have 
created significant challenges for queer and trans youth,” Fouts says. 

Fouts himself finds that sense of supercharged solitude all too famil- 
iar. “I grew up in a small town in Kansas,” he recalls. “When I started 
questioning my sexuality as a teenager I felt isolated because it didn’t 
feel safe to talk to anyone, and therapy services were not accessible. As 
a result I struggled with depression for several years.” 

RECLAIM’s Executive Director turned that cavernous sadness into 
motivation to improve the lives of queer and trans youth struggling 
through the same black valley. “As a queer adult,” he says, “I am passion- 
ate about creating opportunities for queer and trans youth to have access 
to healing spaces.” 

Those spaces, and the healing that transpires within them, allow 
queer and trans youth to reclaim their lives from oppression in its myriad 
forms. "We're currently accepting referrals for our therapy services,” 
Fouts concludes. “More information can be found at our website: www. 
reclaim.care/therapy.” H 
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Fitness With Compassion 


The Heart Is a Muscle 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON 


personal trainers—he knew he’d found his calling. 
So he became a certified personal trainer, and began training 
new clients. Then the pandemic hit. 
Still, McDonald persevered. But he was concerned, chiefly, 
with mitigating any of the same anxieties in his clients that he’d 
previously felt about gyms. “I was giving myself a pep talk before 
I went down to the gym, trying to time it so I knew it wouldn’t 
be busy,” he recalls, “because I didn’t want people to 
judge me. All that gym anxiety is taken away from the 
space that I work in.” 
McDonald started Fitness with Compassion out of 
a private gym that’s ideal for working out during the 
pandemic. No crowds. Just you and the trainer. “A lot 
of my cleints come from feeling guilty about eating too 
many potato chips on the couch during the pandemic,” 
he says. “The place that I come from is much deeper 
than just on the couch, so I get it when people are em- 
barrassed or feel the shame from not taking care of 
themselves for a time.” And for McDonald, that’s totally 
okay. Fitness with Compassion is truly a safe space, 
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It can be a rarity to find a personal trainer who's just like you. 
Someone who can empathize and relate, who gets it. Rare, but 
not impossible. Will McDonald at Fitness with Compassion is 
all relatability. And, like each generation paves the way for the 
next, McDonald is driven by passing along his knowledge and 
experience to his clients. 

It was not an easy path. Four years ago, McDonald moved 
to Minneapolis seeking treatment for alcohol abuse. “I 
had never set foot in a gym,” he says. “I was terrified 
of going to gyms, afraid of ‘gym bros,’ being judged, 
and it seemed like the last place I ever wanted to be.” 
Turned out, his residential sober house was just down 
the street from a yoga studio, and McDonald took full 
advantage of its proximity (along with his free time). 

The frequency of his gym visits kept increasing, 
along with different exercises as he diversified his 
routines. Eventually, McDonald found himself 
working in customer service at another gym. Mo- 
tivated by his own transformation—and inspired 
by the transformation of others in the hands of 
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no matter where clients happen to be on their fitness journey. 

“Although the physical health benefits are great, that’s not why I do 
it,” he adds. “I do it to keep myself sane, to keep myself grounded. I do 
it for mental health.” 

Approached from a mental health standpoint, exercise feels less 
daunting—it feels like what it is: a reward, a gesture of self-love. “One 
thing that I’ve discovered, when I push myself physically and I get to a 
place where I think I’m about to give up, I just push through,” he says. 
“That gives me confidence and prepared me for other parts of my life.” 

Exercise also provides an opportunity to connect with others. “It’s 
nice to chat with people and help motivate them through different 
things,” McDonald says. Finding like-minded folks to share in vulner- 
ability and support can go a long way to help keep them inspired, and “is 
more important than what personal trainers are trained for.” 

To get back in shape, McDonald says, “The hardest part of start- 
ing any exercise is starting. Once you start and you keep the routine, 
people stay in that.” But it’s not easy. “I have my own personal trainer,” 
he adds, “that I see twice a week, and I have a membership to another 
group fitness gym—because if I don’t pay for it, if I don’t schedule it, I 
won't do it.” 

McDonald maintains that the most importance thing to exercise— 
above pecs and traps and glutes—is self-love. “Stretch and be kind,” he 
says. “That’s my motto.” 

Book a consultation with Will McDonald by filling out a form on- 
line at www.fitnesswithcompassion.com or by contacting him via email 
at williammcdonaldj@gmail.com. Will McDonald is a certified personal 
trainer specializing in women’s fitness, senior fitness, corrective exer- 
cise, weight lots, and more. H 
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Corn Haulers 
of lowa Disband 


BY STEVE LENIUS 


Very sad news: After 45 years in existence, 
the members of the Corn Haulers Leather & 
Levi Club of Des Moines, IA, have voted to dis- 
band the club. By the time you read this, the 
Corn Haulers will have passed into history. 

For 45 years the Corn Haulers L & L Club 
has been a social organization of men and wom- 
en celebrating the Leather & Levi lifestyle. The 
Corn Haulers were the oldest LGBT organiza- 
tion in the state of Iowa and one of the oldest 
leather clubs in the U.S. The club's 45-year 
span is a good long time, but it still saddens me 
to see the club disappear. 

Because the Corn Haulers were the closest 
southern leather club neighbor to the leather 
clubs of the Twin Cities, there was a lot of so- 
cializing over the years between the Corn Haul- 
ers and our local clubs—The Atons, The Black 
Guard and Minnesota Storm Patrol. The Corn 
Haulers were also close to leather clubs—and 
the leather and bear communities—in other 
Midwestern cities, including St. Louis; Kansas 
City; Green Bay, WI; Nashville, TN; and Can- 
ton, OH. 

The Corn Hauler’s run was called Cornball 
and was held every other year. In May of 2020 
the club announced that, due to COVID-19, 
“We are cancelling our 44th Anniversary Run 
scheduled for September 11-13, 2020.” The 
club’s next run would have taken place in 2022. 

The decision to disband was announced 
in an open letter to the community posted on 
Facebook and dated October 11, 2021. I found 
the letter truly touching, eloquent and digni- 
fied. Because I cannot improve on how the let- 
ter expresses the thoughts of the club’s mem- 
bership, I will quote from the letter: 

“On Saturday, October 9th, 2021, the mem- 
bership of the Cornhaulers [sic] Leather & Levi 
Club cast the difficult vote to disband as a formal 
club. 

“For the past 45 years we have had the plea- 
sure of being a true cornerstone of our com- 
munity and an entrance point for many into the 
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www.cornhaulers.com 


leather and fetish scene in Iowa, but it is now 
time for us to take our final bow. 

“In our lifetime we have seen the march of 
the Gay Rights Movement sweep the nation, we 
survived the AIDS epidemic, we have played 
hard, worked tirelessly for charity and helped 
to educate our community on the leather and 
fetish lifestyle. 

“Our members have been key in the found- 
ing of Capital City Pride [the Des Moines- 
based GLBTQ organization that presents pro- 
grams and events including the annual Des 
Moines Pride Fest weekend celebration], Iowa 
Leather Weekend and the All-Iowa AIDS ben- 
efit, to name a few. We have had the privilege of 
being a sustaining member of the MACC [Mid- 
America Conference of Clubs, a planning and 
coordinating organization for leather clubs in 
the Midwestern U.S.], and helped our sibling 
club, The Titans of the Midwest, grow into the 
amazing little sibling it has become. 

“This decision was a tough one, but we have 
reached the time where this torch must be car- 
ried on by those who are next to lead. Please 
remember we are here for you! We are here to 
share the lessons of our past, the knowledge 
we have learned and [to] celebrate with you as 
our community moves into its next phase.” 


Photo courtesy of Corn Haulers L&L Club 


The club’s final appearance and presenta- 
tion of colors was at the 2021 benefit gala for the 
Community Aids Assistance Project (CAAP) on 
November 20th, 2021, in Cedar Falls, IA. CAAP 
is described in the Corn Hauler’s letter as the 
state’s “only remaining benefit [organization] 
to support those living with HIV/AIDS in Iowa 
and a fully volunteer run organization.” The let- 
ter goes on to say, “It seemed only fitting that 
we celebrate with them one last time.” 

The club planned to complete all its official 
business by Dec. 31st, 2021. The letter stated 
the club’s intent to “consolidate our remain- 
ing assets for donation, work to preserve key 
pieces of our history with the Leather Archives 
and Museum and celebrate with our member- 
ship on one HELL of a ride these past 45 years.” 

The letter from the club thanked “all who 
have been members, partners and friends who 
have engaged with us over these years.” Even 
though the Corn Haulers have disbanded, they 
leave a 45-year legacy that will live on, as will 
the memories and friendships formed during 
those 45 years. 

The Corn Hauler’s final letter ended with 
this request: “Please join us and raise a glass as 
we make our final donation to charity and [...] 
to this amazing ride.” H 


Thomas Nguyen 


Branch Manager 
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OUR AFFAIRS | MARK MY WORDS 


A Little Wisdom in the 


New Year 


BY MARK SEGAL 


This has been a hard year, or should we say a hard two years for all 
of us. Or was it? You know the old adage about whether the glass is half 
full or half empty, and depending on your answer it indicates if you're a 
positive person? 

Looking at the bright side is something that could bring joy and pride, 
but might be hard to do when you realize all the special events we missed, 
not seeing relatives over the holidays, not being able to share success and 
losses, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, births, and so much more. But 
at the same time we also have learned some valuable tools. 

First and foremost, which seems to be almost lost in all the frustra- 
tion and news of the latest variant strain, is that we have made a giant 
leap forward in medical science which not only will get us through this 
pandemic (and it will!) but also holds the promise of lessening the impact 
of numerous other diseases, therefore saving millions of lives, prolong- 
ing others, and allowing us to live to a greater age. If you think that's an 
exaggeration it is already being tested as a possible cure for HIV/AIDS 
and treatment for cancer. And early reports are promising. 

Then there's the personal lessons. For me it was the opportunity to 
finally take a break, look over the last 50 years, and appreciate what I 
missed as I toiled away on one project to the next with little time for 
friends and family. It made me realize that that part of my life had to 
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change and I needed to reevaluate how I use my time. Mind you, the last 
50 years for me still brings tremendous pride and good memories too. 

This year for me was one where people I loved had issues and fi- 
nally had the chance to chat with me. You stay close to your friends, and 
maybe even closer when they have problems. You help them. You don't 
run. That is what friendship is all about. And as I’ve recently learned, 
time is the most valuable gift we can give, especially to those we love. 
So don’t forget to spend time together. Time is a valuable treasure that 
cannot be replaced. 

So take that time and ignore the enormous amount of political emails 
and the time wasting things you’re getting. By the way, anyone who took 
political science 101 would tell you that the Equality Act in the Senate is 
dead unless the filibuster is changed. Why do I connect those issues? 
Because any political group asking for your time or money is trying to 
take those dollars or time away from your friends and family, and in the 
case of the Equality Act, it’s a losing proposition at this time. So ignore 
the email and embrace the joy you will have by sharing more time with 
those close to you. A lot of people need a little more attention at this time 
of year, even if they don’t want to admit it. And with 365 days in 2022, use 
that time wisely. 

Happy New Year! H 
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THE VERIFIERS = = a THE PARIS BOOKSELLER 
Jane Pek a N Keri Maher 
Vintage a PA RI sae Berkeley 
s — N MIUN | 5 OOKSELLE DROIT , 
Enter Claudia Lin, a newly hired worker for Veracity, M A lively, if fictional account of Sylvia Beach and 
a subscription-only agency catering to a nervous clientele TE a her famous bookshop. Born in Maryland in 1887, 


wishing to determine the bona fides of their online ro- 
mance contacts. Well, everybody lies, don't they? Having 
told Claudia her suspicions, client Iris Lettriste, is soon 
found dead. Suicide, or suspicions confirmed? Claudia, a 
devotee of literary mysteries, particularly those of fictional 
hero Inspector Yuan, investigates, and is sucked into a lab- 
yrinthine conspiracy nearly as complex as that of her own 
dysfunctional family, whose members form an unending 
Greek/Asian chorus. Claudia soldiers on, investigating by 
Inspector Yuan's precepts, while inserting literary analy- 
sis of how-to-solve-a-murder. Wry humor plus Veracity’s 
creepy all-seeing eye, rivets. Well- crafted, stylishly writ- 
ten, Pek sets a high bar for a solid series featuring Claudia 
and family. 


HOW DO YOU LIVE? 


Beach lived in Paris from 1902 to 1905 with her fam- 
ily, worked with the Red Cross during the Great War, 
then returned to Paris in 1919. Reading of a French 
lending library/bookshop Beach consulted the 
owner, Adrienne Monnier, who became her mentor 
and lover. Beach’s own shop on 7 (later 12), rue de 
l’Odeon quickly became a mecca of French writing 
greats — Gide, Valery, Romains, and ex-pats Hem- 
mingway, Pound, Fitzgerald, T.S Eliot, and, particu- 
larly, James Joyce, with his lengthy, relentless pursuit 
of funds to complete his legendary Ulysses. A rich 
view of vivid times and personalities, followed by au- 
thor Maher's discussion of her methods of research 
and composition. 


GOLEM GIRL: A MEMOIR 


Genzaburo Yoshino, intro Neil Gaiman, tr Bruno Navasky Riva Lehrer 

Shinchosha,1937 One World/Random House 

Workman $30 

$17.95 “Golem,” (Yiddish, goylem) states the author, is 


Published originally in 1937, Yoshino narrates the 
events of fifteen-year-old Honda “Copper” Jun’ichi’s school 
year. Neil Gaiman’s introduction deftly addresses and ap- 
plauds the tale’s seeming stillness. Copper, whose father 
died two years earlier, lives with his mom in a peaceful, 
beautifully-limned pre-war Tokyo, near his maternal 
uncle- who'd knick-named him “Copernicus.” Uncle en- 
gages Copper in wide-ranging conversations, writing a 
notebook for his later edification. Copper plays ball with 
pals, reacts to the tormenting of a poorer boy, takes exams, 
his thoughts on ethical behavior unfolding and maturing 
through the year, culminating in a crisis of his own making 
and solving. Friendship, bullying, loyalty, honor, form the 
growing young man. Once a childhood favorite of famed 
Hayao Miyazaki and soon to be a Studio Ghibli film. 


Hebrew for “shapeless mass.” After three miscarriag- 
es within two years, in 1958 Carole Lehrer gave birth. 
The child-Boy? Girl? had spina bifida. These babies, 
notes the author, *are born open to the world.” The 
child did not go home for two years. Advised to insti- 
tutionalize Riva (yes, Girl), Carole refused. Now 62, 
Riva's memoirs are detailed, harrowing, humorous, 
sarcastic; never selfpitying. There is detailed infor- 
mation, social, sexual, educational; when a stranger 
asks, “What’s wrong with her?” Carol, in front of 
the child, would answer in excruciating detail. Now 
a painter of “socially challenged bodies,” she inter- 
prets, rather than depicts literally, the bodies/lives 
of her subjects. An appendix discusses the many in- 
cluded portraits. A complex, highly rewarding read. 


IT’S WHAT WE 
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OUR HOMES | OUR RIDES 


Winterizing Your Vehicle 
(and Yourself) 


BY RANDY STERN 


Certainly, winter has arrived. But is it really 
a wonderland? 

If you commute anywhere across our re- 
gion, winter presents its own challenges. From 
plowed highways to caked gravel roads, we of- 
ten find ourselves enduring the worst nature 
can throw at us. We could have inches of snow 
on the ground one day, then a quick melt the 
next. 

We all think we know how to drive during 
the winter. The truth is that we’re never fully 
prepared for the first snow or ice on the roads. 
Let alone have our vehicles ready to handle 
what's out there. 

How do you get your vehicle ready for this 
season, even when you're about a third of the 
way through it? 

First things first, get your vehicle checked 
out. This is important, so your vehicle can get 
through each winter to ensure that key compo- 
nents can survive the temperature and mois- 
ture changes in the atmosphere. Belts, hoses 
and windshield wipers are key items to check, 
as rubber is sensitive to the colder air. 

The cooling system, heater, defrosters 


Photos by Randy Stern 
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and windshield washer will also need to be 
checked. The idea is to ensure optimal per- 
formance through colder temperatures. All 
systems should have enough fluids flowing 
where they need to be. The heater and defrost- 
ers must not only work properly but provide 
enough heat to keep the windows clear and the 
cabin comfortable. 

Most of all, get your oil changed. Instead of 
getting a winter mix for your engine oil, stick 
with what the manufacturer says. If they have a 
specific oil weight for winter, change it to that 
until the weather gets warmer. 


Lastly—and more importantly—the brakes. 
On icy and snowy roads, your brakes can wear 
if used the same as in the rest of the year. Get 
a brake check to see pad wear and rotor/drum 
condition. 

Of course, the biggest topic regarding win- 
ter driving and safety revolves around the one 
item that meets the road—your tires. Laws re- 
garding winter tires are different from state-to- 
state. In Minnesota, it is not reguired to have a 
set of winter tires. If you do, make sure they're 
not studded. 

Our recommendation is simple: Have a 


second set of tires for the winter. Make sure 
they're g00d ones, too! 

Not everyone can afford a second set of 
tires. If you're in this situation, make sure that 
your all-season set has more than adequate 
tread. You can put a penny inside the grooves 
to see if it covers Lincoln’s head, but you prob- 
ably want to make sure you have around half 
tread life for a better chance at getting through 
winter. If not, replace them. 

In theory, you can get through winter on all- 
season tires. You'll find that your ability to stop 
will not be optimal. Tests show that a car on 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 


advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www .familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

15 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 


intimate setting where all are welcomed. 


420 E. Main St. 
Anoka, MN 55303 
(763) 422-1838 
info@lyricarts.org 
www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www.stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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HOME SERVICES 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


a Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


P 
HAGEN S 2532 
Estimates 7am-5pm + All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls + 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based "Account 
Executive" to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven & 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skills. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
+ commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
life insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
letter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
lavendermagazine.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal « Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage « Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


[ 


'612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


EÀ 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's Gun Shop a Range , ; 
MACHINE 


Robbinsdale - Circle Fines — Baxter, 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. a 
The stigma stops here. N 
CENTRE FOR L a 
SEXUAL WELLNESS s 


612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McOuillanBros.com 


REAL ESTATE 
S Me Ma 2 Walker car 
COLDWELL BANKER ee Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


REALTY 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 


TheNancyWalkerTeam.com 
diverse properties. diverse clientele. 


Bd MALINDA c 
EV LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 » malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25+ years! as [H 
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| OUR RIDES 


all-season tires on icy surfaces will stop double 
the distance than a car on winter tires. Some- 
thing to think about when you hit traffic on the 
highway. 

Not every drive is going to be a safe one. 
What happens if you get stuck? Whether the 
road's closed or you end up in the ditch, you 


NNN a 


need to be prepared to handle long periods of 
time until help arrives. 

It's suggested to have such a survival kit 
available when you're stranded in a remote 
area, miles from any gas station, restaurant, 
auto shop, and so forth. It's also helpful when 
you know that your cell phone is low on battery 


or that the nearest place to have your vehicle 
serviced is extremely far away. 

A winter survival kit may include all of 
these items: a shovel; windshield scraper and 
small broom; flashlight with extra batteries; 
battery-powered radio; water; snack foods 
like energy bars, raisins and mini candy bars; 
matches and small candles; extra hats; socks 
and mittens; first-aid kit with pocket knife; 
necessary medications; blankets or sleeping 
bag; tow chain or rope; road salt; sand or cat 
litter for traction; booster cables; emergency 
flares and reflectors; fluorescent distress flag 
and whistle to attract attention; and a cellphone 
adapter to plug into a lighter. 

When making a kit, make sure that it fits in 
the trunk—or in the passenger compartment if 
it does not fit with the trunk lid closed. SUVs 
and hatchbacks offer easier access to the kit 
within the interior. 

However, if you want to avoid having to 
become stuck or a hazard on the road, some 
patience and skill will be needed when you're 
behind the wheel. 

One suggestion that has come up is to prac- 
tice in a parking lot that hasn't been plowed. 
There's more than enough space to help you 
handle snow and ice, and what not to do. Also, 
going slow on the roads and being extremely 
cautious out there is okay. You're not a rally 
driver who can thrash through the snow. It's 
not worth being the fastest person in a four- 
wheel drive vehicle sometimes. 

The bottom line is that we will experience a 
form of winter that will be cold and inhospitable 
for motorists. By now, we may have already ex- 
perienced it. Perhaps it's time to consider get- 
ting the vehicle—and yourself—ready for it. I 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/Viktoriia88 
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Illuminates 

Makes Darkness Beautiful 
Makes The World Brighter 
Gives Shadow Form 

Gives emptiness substance 
Be That Candle 

Shining As Proudly 

As Each & Every Star 


OUR VOICES | JAMEZ SITINGS 


A Single Candle 


BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 
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Join Lavender and our host partners, Meen 
THURSDAY 


February 10, 2022 » 5:30 — 8:00 PM 
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Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Duluth Coon Rapids 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.633.7042 651.730.0321 218.723.2302 Coming Soon! 


schneidermans.com 


